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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report provides estimates of the volumes of various wood materials used in 1995 by

the U. S. pallet and container industry. In Spring 1996, data were gathered using a mail survey

of 2,619 pallet and container manufacturers (Standard Industrial Classification codes 2441, 2448,

and 2449) across the United States. Using these data, we estimated the volumes of various

wood materials used by the industry in 1995, and compared these estimates to the estimated

wood material use in 1993 and 1992. The following are highlights of the study.

The industry manufactured approximately 411 million new pallets in 1995.

The pallet and container industry used an estimated 4.53 billion board feet of solid

hardwood (lumber, cants, and parts) in 1995. The estimated consumption of solid

hardwood in 1993 and 1992 was 4.82 and 4.74 billion board feet, respectively.

Oak (1.22 billion board feet) was the most commonly used hardwood species, followed

by yellow-poplar (379.5 million board feet), and alder (165.2 million board feet). In

addition, the industry used 2.6 billion board feet of mixed hardwoods.

The industry consumed 1.79 billion board feet of solid softwood (lumber, cants, and

parts) in 1995. The estimated consumption of solid softwood was 2.12 billion board feet

in 1993 and 2.15 billion board feet in 1992.

Southern pine agcounted for 40.9% (730.6 million board feet) and the Spruce-Pine-Fir

species group for 30.9% (551.9 million board feet) of solid softwood use in 1995.

Douglas-fir accounted for 11.2% of the solid softwood use.

In 1995, the pallet. and container industry used an estimated 187 million square feet (3/8”

thickness basis) of softwood plywood. An estimated 178 million square feet were used

in 1993 and 169 million square feet in 1992. The volumes for 1993 and 1992 were

plywood of all thickness, making comparisons difficult.

The industry used an estimated 21 million square feet (3/8” thickness basis) of oriented

strand board (OSB) in 1995. Approximately 18 million square feet and 20 million square

feet of OSB were used in 1993 and 1992, respectively. As with plywood, OSB volumes

for 1993 and 1992 were reported without a common thickness basis, making

comparisons difficult.
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